Guest Speaker Appearances

   One of the most prominent pioneers of Information Systems and high-growth corporate infrastructure during the last 40 years is visiting the Durango area, as a guest speaker to local civic and business groups.
   Gary Courtney has come to the community, out of semi-retirement, to speak on 

“The Evolution of Technology in Information Systems since the 1960’s”, and work on his books. His next appearance will be at the _____________________ in ___________, on ______________.
   Mr. Courtney was the architect, and sometimes solo author, of major systems and business efficiencies, such as Well Economics Projection Models, Accounting, Inventory, Payroll, Revenue/Royalty and Lease Records, for some of the most prominent corporations in Houston, Calgary and Tulsa in several different industries through the 1970’s and 1980’s. He helped start an aircraft parts company, with zero to 300 employees and zero to 27 million parts (from the Eastern Airlines bankruptcy) in four months, and the very first computer department of Amerada Petroleum, now Amerada-Hess, in 1967, Beta-testing IBM’s new PL/1 programming language, which was later used by American Airlines to create their first Sabre reservations and Aircraft Maintenance systems.

   He also has been:

· An advisor and organizer of some of the most extreme high-growth and profitability companies in the nation, in Oil and Gas, Distribution, and Aerospace, such as White Shield Oil and Gas, later part of Petro-Lewis in Denver, Sooner Pipe and Supply/Bigheart Pipeline, and Home Petroleum of Home Oil, largest independent in Canada,
· A consultant and guest speaker to consultants, on Project Planning and Management & Methodologies,
at dinner meetings and IBM computer User Groups in Houston’s Greenway Plaza,
· An advisor and guest speaker to CEO’s and CFO’s of nationwide corporations, at IBM’s Woodway headquarters in Houston,
· The organizer and leader of consulting and hardware/software firms, such as Software People International in Houston which pioneered the IBM System/38 computer in 1979,
· The inventor of a methodology for planning and implementing major (12-18 month) business projects, such as Vallen Corporation in 1985, increasing their stock over 600%.
· An IBM Business Partner in Houston in 1988, and organizer of same in Tulsa in 1996,
· A contract consultant and Customer account troubleshooter for IBM - Tulsa, in 1972,

· An advisor and owner of software package vendor companies,

· The Corporate Information Systems manager for a large international oil and gas company, spanning from the U.S. and Turkey to Singapore and Indonesia,

· The first person, in 1970, to design and write an Oil and Gas Well Economics/ Reserve Cash Flow projection model and a finance amortization schedule in a commercial programming language, and on an IBM 360/20 computer with only 12 K of memory,
· A commissioned, high-return stock investments advisor to others, since the age of 19,

· The inventor of naming conventions and standards still used behind the scenes in large-scale systems, 
· The creator of networks and nationwide E-Mail as early as 1983, before the Internet,  and
· An initial prover of newly-invented seismic equipment to make pictures of underground formations, and the first person to design and write a program to calculate Delta-T seismic corrections on a computer, in 1966.
   In 1985, he designed, wrote and secured CEO approval, from both the Client and vendor companies, on the most comprehensive software license agreement in industry, for $100,000 to $200,000 per copy program packages. And, he is not an attorney.

   Today, he still can: design a budget for a large corporation, make a company millions in efficiencies, plan and staff a multi-million-dollar project, or write a system User and technical manual, and, at the same time, fix a bar code printer or build a computer, teach, or act in the role of a $200-per-hour IBM Customer and Systems Engineer on a large AS/400 computer upgrade.
   And, he can still pick a stock on the market that will appreciate 500 to 1,000 percent in two to five years.


Gary Courtney has also been keynote guest speaker on:

· His history   
“A Portrait of the Cookson Hills”, “Cookson Hills Chronicles”  
 



and 
 
    “Cookson Hills Dictionary of Old Time & Slang Words & Phrases”,
· “Carl Janaway - Last Surviving Bank Robber of the 1930’s &
        The only person Al Capone both feared and respected at Alcatraz” 
        book & month-long museum exhibit at Northeastern State University (NSU),
· The “History of Caving in Oklahoma” 

at Sam Noble Museum of Natural History at Oklahoma University & 
 
month-long museum exhibit at Northeastern State University - Tahlequah,
· “Growin’ Up Okie”, his autobiography of outdoor & business adventures,
· “Okies in the Outback”, two two-week Colorado backpacking adventures,

off the old steam train in Durango, and up Pine River and Cave Basin, and
· The Civil War & Artifacts Collecting, Authenticating.
   Mr. Courtney’s organization affiliations have included:


     -
Boy Scouts, Civil Air Patrol & a founder & officer of YMCA & Teenation 
 


teen groups, as a youth,


     -
The National Speleological Society (exploration & study of caves), 
 


first elected president of the Tulsa chapter in 1967, 

     - 
Tulsa SCUBA Divers, in 1962,
 
     -
Oklahoma Bow Hunters,

     -  
Oklahoma Air National Guard, USAF Radio Maintenance Group

     -
The Tulsa Geophysical Society,

     -
Bonded deputy sheriff of Tulsa County, and private detective agency partner,

     -
Tulsa Rock and Mineral Society,

 
     -
Windycrest Yacht Club, sailing races, on Lake Keystone - Tulsa,


     -
Data Processing Management Association, in Tulsa,
   
     -
IBM Sytem/38-AS/400 Users Group, in Houston,

     -
Wild West Arts Club, of Las Vegas, 


        founded by the sons of Will Rogers, Montie Montana, Sr., and Mark Allen,

     -
Necessity, Organization of Inventors, founder,

     -
Indian Territory Gun Collectors Association antique shows - Tulsa,


     -
Texas Weapons Collectors antique shows,


     -
Houston Gun Collectors Association antique shows, and
 
     -
A Life Member of the National Rifle Association, since age 19.

